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I. Introduction
African countries, Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) and the Middle-Income Countries (MICs) are groups of countries which have made significant progress towards the achievement of the MDG goals. However, these countries are still facing unresolved challenges and emerging issues which need to be reflected in the new development framework. Some of these challenges and issues are common to all of these country groups; some others are group specific due to the very unique situations faced by the groups. The development priorities highlighted in the Issue Brief on the Countries in Special Situations are summarized below, followed by the discussion on the availability of data and indicators collected by international organizations to address these issues. 

II. Needs of countries in special situations
African countries: Overall, African stakeholders have called for an agenda that reflects the priorities of the African Union’s New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) under four broad development outcomes: 1) structural economic transformation and inclusive growth; 2) innovation and technology transfer; 3) human development; and 4) financing and partnerships. In general, the availability of data in Africa is still somehow limited due to the lack of resources, among others.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/2013-14-ECA-E.pdf] 


Least Developed Countries (LDCs):  For this group of countries, it will be important to continue focusing on the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA) for LDCs for the Decade 2011-20 and incorporate the Rio Principles. The following issues have been identified as priorities: structural transformation through productive capacity building; agriculture, food security and rural development; trade; commodities; human and social development; multiple crises and other emerging challenges; environmental degradation and climate change; mobilizing financial resources for development and capacity-building; good governance at all levels; national leadership and ownership; and, monitoring and data.

Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs): Some of the areas identified as critical for this group of countries are the following: social development; transport and transit infrastructure; enhancing trade, trade competitiveness and trade facilitation; structural transformation enhanced productive capacities and building resilience to shocks; regional integration; private sector development; climate change, desertification and land degradation; and means of implementation.

Small Island Developing States (SIDS): The following areas have been identified as critical for this group of countries: sustainable energy; oceans; non-communicable diseases; climate change and sea level rise; building resilience; and means of implementation.

Middle income countries (MICs): In the context of the post-2015 development agenda, the following are issues where the focus of this group of countries could be: support to reduce inequalities and address social imbalances; support equitable growth and poverty reduction; set up e-Governments, support infrastructure development, and foster multi-sectoral approaches to development; support in bridging the technology gap to increase effectiveness and positive results on monitoring and evaluation; and contributions to production of global public goods, including those related to security and climate change.

III. Existing indicators, new indicators and frameworks
[bookmark: _GoBack]This section summarizes existing and possible new indicators that could be used to measure some of the development issues prioritized by country groups, as well as statistical frameworks which could facilitate research and policy formulation. Among the issues or areas discussed below are: economy and growth, inequality, decent work, innovation and technology, trade, food security, environment, disasters, non-communicable diseases, and governance, peace and security. Readers of this note are also encouraged to consult with the statistical notes which are produced separately to accompany the issue brief of relevant topics.

Economy and growth: Achieving an enabling macroeconomic policy framework to promote equitable and sustainable development need to begin with a clear understanding of the underlying factors that drive economic growth. The System of National Accounts (SNA), the internationally accepted standard for macroeconomic statistics, provides an overarching framework for macroeconomic statistics, including trade, inequality, employment, technology and natural resource.  

UN Statistics Division maintains two National Accounts databases: the National Accounts Main Aggregates (AMA) Database[footnoteRef:2] and the Main Aggregates and Detailed Tables (MADT) data base[footnoteRef:3]. The AMA contains a series of analytical national accounts tables from 1970 onwards for more than 200 countries and areas of the world. The MADT contains official national accounts data provided by countries. IMF World Economic Outlook (WEO) database contains selected macroeconomic data series, such as national accounts, inflation and balance of payments among others. Data are available from 1980 to the present, and selected indicators present mid-term projections. World Bank publishes in the World Development Indicators (WDI) these macroeconomic indicators.   [2:  http://unstats.un.org/unsd/snaama/Introduction.asp]  [3:  http://unstats.un.org/unsd/nationalaccount/madt.asp ] 


Inequality: Inequality is an intrinsic issue commonly addressed by some country groups, in the context of social development, structural economic transformation or inclusive growth.  

Different measures have been developed for the measurement of income inequality, such as the range, range ratio, Palma ratio, the coefficient of variation, Gini index and Theil’s T statistic. For the calculation of some of them, comprehensive individual income or consumption data are required, and they are available only for those countries where Income and Expenditure Surveys are conducted. Surveys are very expensive and not conducted frequently, which pose major challenge to data production. 

The World Bank has maintained the poverty and inequality database which contains Gini index, income shares by quintile, poverty gap, poverty headcount ratio and absolute number of poor people at different international poverty lines for countries for which data is available. For some countries, it is possible to find rural and urban data.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableselection/selectvariables.aspx?source=poverty-and-inequality-database] 


For the measurement of non-income inequality, the following measures could be used, for example, the range, range ratio and the concentration index[footnoteRef:5]. As above, for the calculation of some of them, comprehensive individual data are required. The challenge and the limitation is the collection of the information, which in most of the cases is through surveys which can be conducted only once in a while. [5:  http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPAH/Resources/Publications/459843-1195594469249/HealthEquityCh7.pdf and http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPAH/Resources/Publications/459843-1195594469249/HealthEquityCh8.pdf] 


In general, in order to monitor the reduction of inequalities, disaggregated data at very different levels and groups are necessary. Surveys not only have the periodicity issue but they cannot be representative at very low levels of disaggregation or of certain population groups, unless they have been designed accordingly. 

Decent Work: The concept of decent work addresses four strategic dimensions of development, namely, full and productive employment, rights at work, social protection and the promotion of social dialogue, some of which are relevant to priority agenda to the country groups in special situations. 

The ILO manual, “Decent Work Indicators, Concepts and Definitions” published in May 2012, presents statistical indicators and legal framework indicators based on the ILO Framework on the Measurement of Decent Work. It should be noted that, however, the 19th International Conference of Labour Statisticians adopted in October 2013 revised standards of labour force and work statistics. Hence, there may be some changes in the calculation of indicators on decent work. 

Some of the indicators on decent work can be obtained from household-based labour force surveys (LFS) which generally allows disaggregation of data. Nonetheless, household surveys other than labour force surveys may have limitations with regard to periodicity, geographic, coverage or work coverage.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---stat/documents/publication/wcms_183859.pdf] 


Innovation/Technology: The measurement of innovation is still underdeveloped. UIS-UNESCO is working with developing countries to derive indicators and instruments to appropriately measure and monitor innovation using as a basis the Oslo Manual developed by OECD and Eurostat. A revised version of the manual explains the measurement of the different dimensions of innovation.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  http://www.uis.unesco.org/ScienceTechnology/Pages/default.aspx] 


The Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development introduced in 2005 a list of core ICT indicators which was updated in 2010 by providing definitions, model questions and other statistical standards relating to the core list of ICT indicators. The indicators cover infrastructure and access as well as the use of ICT by different sectors. 

UNCTAD collects data on the ICT core indicators on the information economy and others through a questionnaire which is sent to the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) worldwide. ITU collects data for 200 economies and over 100 indicators which can be classified into two sets: 1) Telecommunication/ICT data collected from national telecommunication/ICT ministries and regulatory authorities and prices of ICT services; and 2) household ICT data collected from NSOs.

Trade: In terms of the monitoring of trade and commodities, data collected from UNSD in the COMTRADE database (Commodity Trade Statistics Database) are widely used. This database contains countries’ international trade statistics data detailed by commodities and partner countries. The data covers since 1962 up to the most recent completed year.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  http://unstats.un.org/unsd/tradekb/Knowledgebase/What-is-UN-Comtrade] 


The merchandise export concentration could be an indicator to measure sectoral concentration of a country's exports. UNCTAD regularly reports this indicator in its dissemination system.[footnoteRef:9]  WTO (World Trade Organization) makes available international trade and tariff data. [footnoteRef:10] For further information on the indicators, please consult the report, “Statistics and indicators for the post-2015 development agenda” published in July 2013 by UN System Task Team. [9:  http://unctadstat.unctad.org/ReportFolders/reportFolders.aspx?sCS_referer=&sCS_ChosenLang=en]  [10:  http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/looking4_e.htm#summary] 


Food security: FAO has compiled food security indicators, which is aligned with the recommendations made in September 2011 by the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) Round Table on Hunger Measurement. Indicators are classified along the four dimensions of food security - availability, access, utilization and stability.[footnoteRef:11] The food security indicators database of FAO comprises data for over 150 countries and territories[footnoteRef:12], [11:  http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-fs/en/ and http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-fs/ess-fadata/en/]  [12:  http:// http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-fs/ess-fadata/en/#.UoPQz3C-ou8.] 


In 2010, FAO together with the WB and UN published the Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics in which a minimum set of internationally comparable core data that countries should provide is defined.[footnoteRef:13] According to the Global Strategy to improve agricultural and rural statistics, the availability and quality of these statistics have declined due to the low response rates to the FAO questionnaire by countries. Countries are also challenged by the lack of capacity and financial resources to produce these data, because agricultural and rural statistics are often not integrated in the national statistical system. [13:  http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/ess/documents/meetings_and_workshops/ICAS5/Ag_Statistics_Strategy_Final.pdf] 


Environment:  The System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) Central Framework is an international statistical standard for environmental-economic accounts. The SEEA is a system for organizing statistical data for the derivation of coherent indicators and descriptive statistics to monitor the interactions between the economy and the environment and the environmental sustainability, and contains the standard concepts, definitions, classifications, accounting rules and tables for producing internationally comparable statistics, following a similar accounting structure as the System of National Accounts (SNA) [footnoteRef:14].  [14:  http://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/seea.asp] 

Revised in 2013, the Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics (FDES) includes the core set of environment statistics.[footnoteRef:15] The FDES focuses on the development of basic environment statistics consistently, where applicable, with the concepts, definitions and classifications provided in the SEEA. The SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting is an important first step in the development of a statistical framework for ecosystem accounting, adding links to well-being and provides a conceptual framework to measure ecosystem in a holistic manner. Among other things, the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting provides the framework for biodiversity and carbon accounting as well as land degradation.   [15:  http://unstats.un.org/unsd/ENVIRONMENT/FDES/FDES%20Flyer%20English_3July2013_WEB.pdf] 

The Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) compiles the data on national greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and removals, reported by countries that are Parties to the Convention.[footnoteRef:16]   [16:  http://unfccc.int/ghg_data/items/3800.php] 


The Environmental Vulnerability Index (EVI) was developed by the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and their partners. The EVI uses 50 ‘smart indicators’ to capture the key elements of environmental vulnerability.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  http://www.vulnerabilityindex.net/index.html] 


The Ocean Biogeographic Information System (OBIS), created by the Census of Marine Life, is now part of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO, under its International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange (IODE) programme. OBIS is a data repository of marine species datasets which cover all the world’s oceans. [footnoteRef:18] [18:  http://www.iobis.org/home] 


Disasters: The post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction (Hyogo Framework for Action 2, HFA2) process is an ongoing consultative process. During the World Conference on Disaster Risk planned in 2015 in Japan, the new framework will be agreed and put forward to the UNGA for endorsement.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  http://www.preventionweb.net/posthfa/about] 


EM-DAT maintains an international disaster database of technological and natural disasters. Disasters in the database have to fulfill at least one of the following: a) with at least Ten or more people reported killed; b) hundred or more people reported affected; c) declaration of a state of emergency; d) call for international assistance. [footnoteRef:20] [20:  http://www.emdat.be/] 


Non-communicable diseases (NCDs): WHO released the global action plan for the prevention and control of NCDs 2013-2020 based on the implementation of the 2008-2013 action plan. New action plan includes a comprehensive global monitoring framework consisting of 25 indicators and a set of 9 voluntary targets for the prevention and control of NCDs.[footnoteRef:21] WHO disseminates data on NCDs through the Global Health Observatory Data Repository on three areas: mortality, risk factors, and health system response and capacity.[footnoteRef:22] Other databases also maintained by WHO con related topics can be seen at http://www.who.int/nmh/databases/en/. [21:  http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/94384/1/9789241506236_eng.pdf]  [22:  http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A858?lang=en] 


Governance, peace and security: The World Bank under the Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI) project reports governance indicators on six dimensions: voice and accountability; political stability and absence of violence; government effectiveness; regulatory quality; rule of law; and control of corruption. The database contains data for all the countries in the world for the period 1996-2012.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#home] 


As part of the strategy for the harmonization of statistics in Africa, the African Union Commission, in collaboration with other international organizations is developing an action plan, a minimal list of indicators and a harmonized questionnaire to improve the production of governance, peace and security statistics in Africa.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/2013-14-ECA-E.pdf] 


The Global Peace Index (GPI) is calculated annually by the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) and measures the state of peace through a composite index comprising information from 22 quantitative and qualitative indicators which are classified in three broad areas: ongoing domestic and international conflict, societal safety and security and militarization.

IV. Conclusions
Despite big strides that the groups of countries in special situation have made in achieving MDGs, they still face many challenging development issues.  Many of pressing issues are common among the country groups, while some are unique to a group due to specific situations that it faces.  The review of priority areas of development addressed by country groups and existing statistical indicators reveals that for many identified areas, agreed statistical frameworks and indicators have been developed, and some data have been collected by relevant international organizations. At the same time, there still exist some priority areas for which a conceptual framework has evolved, or statistical measurement requires further refinement or standardization, which in turn may requires significant investment in developing statistical systems and capacity building of countries. 

Annex: Relevant issues addressed by the group of countries in special situation 

	 Relevant issues 
	African countries
	LDCs
	LLDCs
	SIDS
	MICs

	Human development
	
	
	 
	 
	 

	Social development
	
	
	
	 
	Support to reduce inequalities and address social imbalances

	Innovation and technology transfer
	
	 
	 
	 
	Support in bridging the technology gap to increase effectiveness and positive results on monitoring and evaluation

	Structural economic transformation and inclusive growth
	
	Structural transformation through productive capacity building
	Structural transformation enhanced productive capacities and building resilience to shocks
	 
	Support equitable growth and poverty reduction

	Financing and partnerships
	
	Mobilizing financial resources for development and capacity-building
	Means of implementation
	Means of implementation
	 

	Agriculture, food security and rural development
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Trade
	 
	
	Enhancing trade, trade competitiveness and trade facilitation
	 
	 

	Commodities
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Multiple crises and other emerging challenges
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Environmental degradation and climate change
	 
	
	Climate change, desertification and land degradation
	Climate change and sea level rise
	 

	Good governance at all levels
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	National leadership and ownership
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Monitoring and data
	 
	
	 
	 
	Support in bridging the technology gap to increase effectiveness and positive results on monitoring and evaluation

	Transport and transit infrastructure
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Regional integration
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Private sector development
	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	Sustainable energy
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	Oceans
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	Non-communicable diseases
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	Building resilience
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	Set up e-Governments, support infrastructure development, and foster multi-sectoral approaches to development
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Contributions to production of global public goods, including those related to security and climate change
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
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