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A.
Main policy issues, potential goals and targets
Sustainability represents key challenges for setting in motion a transformative development agenda to relieve pressures on the world’s natural environment and ecosystems, achieve more sustainable management and use of natural resources while promoting dynamic and inclusive economic and human development. The new challenges and opportunities of today’s increasingly integrated world require collective action with shared responsibilities for all countries. The report of the High Level Panel of eminent persons envisions a new global partnership to address the social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainable development and their interrelationships in an integrated manner.
The effective translation of the commitments of the international community into tangible sustainable development outcomes requires the creation of an enabling environment for the implementation of the set targets in particular in developing countries. This involves mobilization of and access to adequate means of implementation such as financial resources, technology development and transfer, capacity development, global trade, regional integration and South-South cooperation.

With regard to sustainable development partnerships, the scope of the post 2015 development agenda is expected to be broader than that of the Millennium Development Goals. MDG 8 focused on official development assistance, market access and debt sustainability. Beyond the present framework, the new sustainable development agenda is expected to include both domestic and external, public and private sources of financing, development oriented trade, transfer of technology, building and reinforcing institutions among the means of implementation to change the focus from “donor-recipient” relations to galvanizing collective action at the mul​tilateral level to achieve a stable global environment for development.  
B.
Statistical methodology and data
Several issues in the context of the means of implementation of sustainable development and global partnerships are covered in the statistical note for the issue brief on macro-policy questions. That note describes and includes references to macroeconomic statistics frameworks on national accounts, balance of payments, government finance, monetary and financial statistics, international statistical recommendations on trade and trade in services, compiler guides on external debt statistics and foreign direct investment and related practices. Those statistical resources and instruments form the basis for producing coherent and consistent statistics to inform on real, fiscal, monetary and financial sector developments to facilitate economic analysis and policy formulation and the monitoring of sustainable development targets.
The statistical considerations on two additional issues, research and development; and remittances are provided in this note.

Research and development

Science and technology are major sources of innovation contributing to inclusive economic development and stable, equitable, sustained, as well as resource- and waste-efficient growth. Enhanced scientific and engineering capabilities, fostering research, product development, technology access, transfer and adaptation are crucial for enabling transformative development. An increase in the share of resources devoted to research and development and the diffusion of environmentally sound technologies are important for utilizing the potential of technological progress for sustainable development outcomes.
Research and development (R&D) is one of the five categories of intellectual property assets recognized in the 2008 SNA. Despite the practical difficulties in capturing transactions related to R&D, the underlying concepts for recording these in the accounts are laid out in technical manuals. The Frascati Manual
 is the internationally recognized methodology for collecting and using R&D statistics and includes definitions of basic concepts, data collection guidelines, and classifications for compiling statistics. Methodological guidance is also provided in the Handbook on Deriving Capital Measures of Intellectual Property Products, (OECD, 2010)
. The Guide on the Impact of Globalization on National Accounts, Chapter 7 (UNECE, 2012)
 provides guidance on measurement issues related to international transactions in intellectual property products, including R&D. Data compilation on R&D is promoted in countries through the implementation programme of the 2008 SNA.
Remittances

Cross-border remittances – household income from foreign economies arising mainly from the temporary or permanent movement of people to those economies - have grown rapidly in recent years. According to estimates, remittance flows to developing countries in 2012 reached USD 401 billion, reaching three times the size of ODA and more than half of FDI.
 As they have increased in size, remittances also have increased in importance at both individual and national levels. For individual recipients, remittances are often a significant source of household income, providing support for consumption, education, or healthcare. At the national level, for net sending countries, the majority of which are more developed, remittances represent resource transfers to developing nations. Remittances can thus be seen as a type of development assistance, which can be considered in conjunction with other resource flows such as government aid and private investment.

The underlying methodology and guidance for producing statistics on remittances are provided in the Balance of Payments Manual, BOP6 (IMF, 2010)
 and in the International Transactions in Remittances: Guide for Compilers and Users, (IMF 2009)
. Related concepts and methods on migration are discussed in the Recommendations on Statistics on International Migration, (United Nations, 1998). The Migration and Remittances Factbook, 2011, (World Bank 2011)
 is the most comprehensive collection of available data on remittances. The Guide on the Impact of Globalization on National Accounts, Chapter 11 (UNECE, 2012)
 deals with practices in the statistical treatment of remittances. In Europe, data collection is supported by the Compilation Guide for Collecting Remittance Statistics for EU Member States.

Although remittances are increasingly important to many economies, accurate measurement of remittances remains difficult. There tend to be large discrepancies between measurements of the amounts sent and received. Remittances data are difficult to collect using traditional methods capturing data via banks and other financial institutions or via household surveys therefore, some countries have chosen to estimate remittances using statistical modelling techniques. Given the attention to remittance prices reflected by the G20 commitment to reducing global average remittance cost by 5 per cent, enhanced statistical methodology is needed to collect data for monitoring and comparison of remittance prices.   
C.
Partnerships in statistics
The need to build and strengthen national statistical capacity, particularly in countries with the least developed statistical systems, is widely recognized in order to produce reliable and timely statistics and indicators for national policymakers and for other users at the national and international levels. The capacity development activities of existing partnerships involving many national, regional and international partners have gradually become more strategic and results-oriented and are conducted in consultation with the countries to identify their emerging training needs.
Various forms of partnerships exist in statistics to support national efforts in building and strengthening statistical capacity. The global statistical community, led by the Statistical Commission has the responsibility of supporting Member States in building statistical capacity for providing evidence-based inputs to formulating national policies and actions on sustainable development. The Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities, comprising international and supranational statistical organizations has its main focus on coordinating the efficient functioning of the statistical system for producing and disseminating high-quality statistics, fostering development and use of common standards and methodologies, promoting inter-institutional support to share experiences and best practices and coordinating statistical capacity building efforts of its members through the coordination of technical cooperation programmes and training initiatives. United Nations Regional Commissions work in close cooperation and partnerships with their members and other international statistical institutions to elevate statistical capacity in their regions. Existing partnerships in statistics also include various technical working groups and task forces (e.g. Intersecretariat Working Group on National Accounts, Inter-Agency Task Force in Finance Statistics, United Nations Committee of Experts in Environmental-Economic Accounts etc.) actively engaged in developing and revising methodologies and supporting their implementation in Member States. 
The Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century (PARIS 21), established in 1999, aims to promote the better use and production of statistics throughout the developing world.  PARIS21, which also serves as the Busan Action Plan for Statistics (BAPS) Secretariat, is well-positioned to contribute to the global partnership on development data. With a 94% uptake in developing countries, the National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) approach developed by PARIS21 can arguably be considered a best practice for medium- to long-term planning and co-ordination of national statistical production. PARIS21 has also facilitated user-producer dialogues at regional and national level to determine statistical priorities in consultation with policy makers, civil society, business and citizens. Lastly, PARIS21 monitors financial commitments to statistical development through its Partner Report on Support to Statistics (PRESS). This financial monitoring tool also offers insights into some of the challenges of delivering that financial support according to recipients’ nationally agreed priorities.
In addition to existing partnerships in statistics, improved coordination of the statistical work of in the context of the post 2015 development agenda will be supported by a Memorandum of Understanding between the Multilateral Development Banks and the United Nations for which arrangements are in progress.
Moreover, the report of the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda,
 published in May 2013, recommended establishing a Global Partnership on Development Data, the specific details and modalities of which are being discussed. The proposal puts forward bringing together a diversity of stakeholders (from national statistical organizations, international organizations, civil society, private and public sector, media and foundations) to develop a strategy to fill critical gaps, expand data accessibility and stimulate international efforts to ensure stronger monitoring of the processes of sustainable development. Being a partnership on data, United Nations Statistics Division holding the Secretariat for both the Statistical Commission and the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities is well placed to take an active role in developing and coordinating the strategy for development data in close consultation with the envisaged partners.
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