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1. Main policy issues
Population dynamics refer to the changes in the size, age structure and location of populations. Because of the influence on development at national, sub-national, but also regional and global levels, population dynamics were included as one of the eleven major themes in the post-2015 development agenda and sustainable development goals.
Population dynamics pose significant challenges to development, but also provide unique development opportunities. Priority issues and potential goals and targets under population dynamics that have a bearing on sustainable development are in five areas
: 

· Strengthening human capital throughout the life course, including health, education, work, social protection, and the elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence

· Promoting the developmental benefits of migration

· Creating livable and sustainable cities for growing populations

· Collecting, analyzing and using population data and projections
· Developing and strengthening partnerships on population
2. Conceptual and methodological framework
The International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action (PoA) adopted in 1994 represents the main document that was internationally agreed upon to address the inter-relations between population dynamics and development. The international community decided to extend the Programme of Action and the key actions for its further implementation beyond 2014 and ensure its follow-up in order to fully meet its goals and objectives
.
In the current MDG framework, there are a few population-related goals. However, population dynamics per se are not specifically mentioned, but as an overarching theme. They underlie almost all the MDGs in terms of relevant indicators and in terms of the formulation of targets (e.g., population dynamics shift both absolute and relative population figures). In the new post-2015 development agenda, the importance of population dynamics for development is increasingly being acknowledged.
3. Existing and new indicators
The Programme of Action of ICPD recommends to the international community a set of qualitative and quantitative goals that are mutually supportive and of critical importance to population and development objectives. Among these objectives and goals are: sustained economic growth in the context of sustainable development; education, especially for girls; gender equity and equality; infant, child and maternal mortality reduction; and the provision of universal access to reproductive health services, including family planning and sexual health.
As shown below, among the eight goals of the MDGs, Goal 4, 5 and 6 comprise population or health related targets as well as indicators to measure the progress.     

	Goals and targets
	Indicators

	Goal 4: Reduce child mortality

Target 4a: Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality rate
	· Under-five mortality rate
· Infant mortality rate

· Proportion of 1 year-old children immunized against measles

	Goal 5: Improve maternal health
Target 5a: Reduce by three quarters between 1990 and 2015, the maternal ratio.

Target 5b: Achieve by 2015 universal access to reproductive health.
	· Maternal mortality ration
· Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel
· Contraceptive prevalence rate
· Adolescent birth rate
· Antenatal care coverage
· Unmet need for family planning

	Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases
Target 6a: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS

Target 6b: Achieve by 2010 universal access to treatment for HIV/AIDS for all those who need it

Target 6c:  Have halted by 2015 and began to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases
	· HIV prevalence among population aged 15-24
· Condom use at last high-risk sex

· Proportion of population aged 15-24 with comprehensive correct knowledge of HIV/AIDS

· Ratio of school attendance of orphans to school attendance of non-orphans aged 10-14

· Proportion of population with advanced HIV infection with access to antiretroviral drugs

· Incidence and death rates associated with malaria

· Proportion of children under 5 with fever who are treated with appropriate anti-malarial drugs

· Incidence, prevalence and death rates associated with tuberculosis

· Proportion of tuberculosis cases defected and cured under directly observed treatment short course.


4. Data requirements, challenges and limitations
Population size and age structure

All demographic indicators that are needed to assess and monitor the changes in the size and age structure of populations at the national level are available from the United Nations Population Division (UNPD)
. Population estimates and projections (population structure, fertility, mortality, and migration) disaggregated by age and sex are available for all countries and areas of the world in the successive revisions of the World Population Prospects. This source is internationally recognized as the world reference population data.
Population location

Estimates and projections of rural and urban populations, as well as urban agglomerations, are also available for all countries and areas of the world in the successive revisions of the World Urbanization Prospects, produced by UNPD
.
In addition to data on urbanization, migration statistics provide complementary, yet essential, information on the location of populations. Besides the data from the World Population Prospects, UNPD provides also the estimates of stocks of international migrants for each country and area of the world.
Challenges and limitations

· Population size and age structure

About half of the countries of the world do not report official demographic statistics with the detail necessary for the preparation of cohort-component population projections. Many countries still do not have adequate civil registration systems in place and, as a result, vital statistics remain far from complete. Population censuses, which aim to enumerate a whole population in a territory, have been carried out only once in ten years in most countries. Substantive estimation work is therefore required to close those gaps. Sample surveys have been useful in generating data that is currently not produced by official statistics.
To date, no consistent cohort-component population estimates and projections at sub-national level are available for all countries and areas of the world. Addressing population dynamics at this level is not at all straightforward and would require massive efforts and investments in data collection, data quality assessment, and estimation and projection work. Given the current institutional framework and resource availability, such an endeavor cannot be realistically achieved.
· Population location

One of the main limitations of the existing data on rural and urban populations and urban agglomerations is the issue of comparability, as the definitions of rural and urban areas, as well as urban agglomerations, differ across countries. To address this issue, efforts have been made to develop new spatially-explicit demographic methods for estimating and projecting city populations. Considering several sources of information along with the census data (spatially-coded information derived from satellite data and administrative areas, as well as demographic information on urban fertility, child mortality, migration and age structure derived from sample surveys), this work has however focused only on the developing world. Sustained efforts should be placed on the collection and estimation of disaggregated demographic data by age, sex and residence.
While estimates of international migration are available, no consistent and comparable statistics on internal migration exist. This deficiency could however be addressed by closing the gap in the availability of consistent sub-national population estimates and projections (see above).
5. Conclusions

While population dynamics are recognized as one of the key components in the new development agenda, efforts and investments in many areas related to the measurements and monitoring of the changes in population size, age structure and location are needed in order for development policies and investments to be fully evidence-based.
Among the broad areas for actions that were identified to address and harness population dynamics, collecting, analyzing and using population data and projections for sustainable development is the area that deserves immediate attention and action since it will underpin programmes and policies to enable them to be fully evidence-based. 
� See the TST issue paper on population dynamics, available at http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/18310406tstissuespopdyn.pdf
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� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/" �http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/� ;  World Population Prospects: � HYPERLINK "http://esa.un.org/wpp/" �http://esa.un.org/wpp/�


� See World Urbanization Prospects: http://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/





